🧾 Schitt Industrial Complex — Economic Impact Report (1950–1975)
Executive Summary
The Schitt Industrial Complex, comprising Schitt Manure & Fertilizer, Inc. (SMFI) and Needeep N. Schitt, Inc. (NDNSI), represents one of the most enduring examples of vertically aligned rural enterprise in mid‑century Tennessee. From its origins in Depression‑era resource management, the complex evolved into a regional economic driver whose operations influenced agricultural supply chains across the American South.
Economic Contributions
	Category
	Impact (1950–1975)
	Notes

	Employment
	120–150 direct jobs
	Split between production (SMFI) and transport (NDNSI)

	Regional GDP Share
	≈ 2.3 % of Schitt County output
	Based on fertilizer and freight revenues

	Agricultural Reach
	14 states by 1970
	Distribution network expanded via NDNSI

	Infrastructure Investment
	$1.2 M cumulative
	Plant modernization, truck fleet, and warehouse expansion

	Tax Revenue
	$85 K annual average
	Local and state contributions

	Secondary Effects
	Rural road paving, fuel‑service growth
	Stimulated ancillary businesses


Operational Synergy
· SMFI: Production, packaging, and marketing of processed manure fertilizer.
· NDNSI: Transportation and distribution, specializing in agricultural freight. Together, they formed a self‑contained supply chain — “from barn to bag to buyer.”
Social & Cultural Influence
· Provided stable employment during post‑war mechanization.
· Sponsored local fairs and agricultural exhibitions.
· Became a regional symbol of humor‑infused industriousness — “We Haul Schitt!” became a recognized slogan.
Legacy
By the mid‑1970s, the Schitt Industrial Complex had transitioned from a family enterprise to a cornerstone of Little Schitt’s identity, embodying the town’s motto:
“Quality processed Schitt builds better soil.”


🏛️ Museum‑Style Interpretive Panel — Little Schitt Historical Society
Panel Title
“From Barnyard to Business: The Schitt Industrial Complex”
Main Text
In the heart of Little Schitt, Tennessee, two family enterprises turned practicality into prosperity. Schitt Manure & Fertilizer, Inc. transformed farm waste into a marketable agricultural product. Needeep N. Schitt, Inc. carried that product across the South — and eventually the nation.
Together, they embodied the ingenuity of rural enterprise: one produced, the other delivered. Their partnership fueled local employment, modernized transport, and gave rise to one of the most memorable slogans in American agribusiness — “We Haul Schitt!”
Artifacts Displayed
· Original 1950s SMFI burlap fertilizer bag (50 lbs net wt.)
· NDNSI truck door panel with painted lettering
· Ledger pages showing first interstate shipments
· Photograph of the Little Schitt loading dock (as seen above)
Interpretive Quote
“Horace tried to sling it. Bewilder learned to use it. Awe learned to package it. And Oh figured out how to ship it.”

